What Is A Reserve Specialist (R.S.)?
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The Community Associations Institute awards the credential of Reserve Specialist (R.S.) and uses the following criteria in evaluating applicants for the designation:

“Qualification Guidelines
I. Background—must have one of the following:
College bachelor level degree in construction management, architecture, or engineering;
Four years prior related experience (prior to and in addition to direct Reserve Study experience) in a field servicing community associations (accounting, association management, construction, etc.);
Trade school diploma and two years prior related experience (prior to and in addition to direct
Reserve Study experience).
Other college bachelor level degree and three years working under the direction of an active RS
designee.

II. Experience and Sample Work Product:
Must certify preparation of or be in responsible charge for preparing at least 30 Reserve
Studies within the past three calendar years and submit a list of 25 clients with application.
Must submit one study of the applicant’s original work using format on application, including
all five tasks as described within for a “full” study.

III. References:
Two references from community association industry professionals.
Five references from different clients.

IV. Continuing Experience:
Must continue to prepare or be in responsible charge for the preparation of at least 20 Reserve
Studies within the past three calendar years and submit a list of 15 clients with application.
Renewal applications, required every third year, will require documentation of this experience.”


